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30 November 1875

Holland, Michigan

The Council of Hope College met in special session with Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte in the chair.
A letter from Pres. Philip Phelps Jr. was read, explaining his absence. A letter from Rev. Walter
Beardslee was read. He declined the position offered him as Financial Agent. Then Prof Charles
Scott was elected Financial Agent but he declined also. [This may have been the last meeting of
the council that Van Raalte attended.]
Transcribed by Mary Otterness, 2004.
Minutes of the Council of Hope College, 192-194.
Original in the Hope College collection of the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College.
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g-75:3
The Council met in special session at 2 oclock P.M.
Rev A. C. Van Raalte in the chair
Prof Charles Scott representing Theological Faculty
of the Classis of Mich.
Rev J. W. Beardslee
A. H Van Vranken
Abel. T. Stewart
Holland
Rev UNiterwyk
R Pieters
Elder Jacob Heringa[?]
Grand River Rev A Krickard
James De Pree
The meeting was opened with prayer by Prof Scott.
Letters
A letter was read from Rev John W Karsten stating somewhat his reason for
of
not being able
193
Karsten
to attend this meeting of the Council. Also expressing his surprise that the
Council had not been called together before on its present business and giving
his suggestions, according request made of members who could not attend.
Phelps.
A letter from Doctor Phelps was read explaining his absence and speaking of
other matters was laid on the table to be taken up in order.
Beardslee The object of the meeting was stated in the Call of the Ex. Com. to consider
Declinature the declinature of °lisle] Mr. Beardslee under date of July 28th 1874 as
Financial Agent. His letter was read. Resd that Mr. Beardslee be asked to
reconsider his declinature until tomorrow morning at 9. A. M. The Council
adjourned. Mr. Niterwyk closed with prayer.
No 30th
Present

31"

Advisory
Members

Financial.
Agent

The Council opened at 9. A. M on Wednesday the
inst. and was opened with prayer by Mr. Van Vranken
A letter was read from Doctor Phelps explaining the cause of his absence, at
this time and also stating that he expected to continue in the East until the
April meeting of the Council & perhaps until the next meeting of the General
Synod. Whereupon it was Resolved that the attention of De Phelps be called
to the following facts
1 That there is a deficiency of Instruction in the College in Rhetoric & Logic,
and only a temporary arrangement for Moral Philosophy
2 That the last General Synod took the action to be found on pages 332-333
of their minutes to the Said action has been accepted by the Council. The
Revd Mr. Beardslee declined the Financial Agency to which he was reelected
yesterday.
Resd that the Article of the Constitution on member from the Theological
Faculty be understood to mean that the member has the full rights attaching to
the other members except in that of voting and is to be counted in making up a
quorum.
Prof Charles Scott was elected Financial Agent. and his decision was asked
for the afternoon session.
The Rev Mr. Beardslee was
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Scott.

appointed

194
Temporary Agent to raise money in the American Churches in the West for
the Contingent Fund.
The Council adjourned till half past one P.M. and was closed with prayer by
Mr. Stewart Van Vranken
Prof Scott declined his election as Financial Agent. Rev Mr. Stewart was
Our indebtedness to the Estates of
elected to the office and declined it.
A Plugger and R De Bruyn was considered
Stewart
Res that the Treasurer be authorized to give a note to the order of the Ex.
declined.
De Bruyn Com. to meet as far as now required the liabilities of the Council to the above
Plugger
Estates.
Estates
Resd that the Ex. Corn. meet on next Monday week and attend to this and
other business as far as entrusted to them.
council. callResd that the Ex. Com. have power to call a meeting of the Council.
by Ex. Corn. Resd that Messrs Stewart, Pieters & Scott be a Corn with power to ask the
Board of Education for aid to pay the Salaries of Doctor Phelps and the
Salaries
Professors for which the Council of the College is responsible. The
from
Brd Education. Council adjourned 8c was closed with prayer by Mr. Pieters

No 31st -/
1875.
Financial
Agent
Scott.
declined,

x The Council opened according to adjournment 8c was opened with prayer by
Mr. Stewart. See above. The following Res on support for Salaries &c was
agreed upon by Corn. and forwarded to the Secretary of Board of Education.
Resd that as the Council of Hope College is unable to pay the salaries of the
President and the Professor not appointed by General Synod as Teachers in
the Theological Department, that Continued appropriations in aid of Hope
College by the Board of Education are of the highest importance and that the
Board be requested to make such appropriations as liberal as its Treasury may
permit.
Mr. Doskers A letter was read from the Rev Mr. Dosker in regard to the aid received from
the Brd of Education for the support of his Son and the action of the Faculty &
letter.
of the Board in the matter. The letter and correspondence with the Secretary
of the Board were placed in the hands of the Secretary of the Council for
answer to Rev Mr. Dosker.
Transcribed by Mary Ottemess
April 30, 2004

